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“Pray Like This…”
by Greg Hanson, Sunrise Wesleyan Church     September 23, 2007
Main Passage: Matthew 6:5-13; Luke 11:1-4 (NLT)

Conditions for Real Prayer:

A.
Do not pray for ___________.

“When you pray, don’t be like the hypocrites who love to pray publicly on street corners and in the synagogues where everyone can see them. I tell you the truth, that is all the reward they will ever get. But when you pray, go away by yourself, shut the door behind you, and pray to your Father in private. Then your Father, who sees everything, will reward you.” Matthew 6:5-6 (NLT)

B.
Do not resort to _________________ prayers.

“When you pray, don’t babble on and on as people of other religions do. They think their prayers are answered merely by repeating their words again and again. Don’t be like them, for your Father knows exactly what you need even before you ask him!” Matthew 6:7-8 (NLT)

“Pray like this…” Matthew 6:9 (NLT)

When You Pray…

1.
Begin by Declaring __________________________
“Our Father in heaven, may your name be kept holy.” Matthew 6:9 (NLT)

2.
__________________________ with the Will of God.

“May your Kingdom come soon. May your will be done on earth, as it is in Heaven.” Matthew 6:10 (NLT)

Then Jesus looked up to heaven and said, “Father, thank you for hearing me. You always hear me, but I said it out loud for the sake of all these people standing here, so that they will believe you sent me.” Then Jesus shouted, “Lazarus, come out!” John 11:41-43 (NLT)

“Yet I want your will to be done, not mine.” Luke 22:42 (NLT)

3.
_________________________________ to God.

•
For P________________ to meet your needs

“Give us today the food we need…” Matthew 6:11 (NLT)

•
For P________________ from your sinfulness

“…and forgive us our sins, as we have forgiven those who sin against us.” Matthew 6:12 (NLT)

•
For P________________ from sin and evil

“And don’t let us yield to temptation, but rescue us from the evil one.” Matthew 6:13 (NLT)

Table Talk: (Lunchtime Discussion Starters)
1.
Think of ten adjectives to describe God. If that is what God is really like, how does it affect your outlook on life?
2.
Why is it so difficult to surrender our will to God?

3.
In Jesus’ model of prayer, why is praying for our “daily bread” so far down the list? What does this tell us about the purpose of prayer?

4.
If God knows your needs before you ask, what’s the point of praying?
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