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 The Purpose of Prayer
by Greg Hanson, Sunrise Wesleyan Church     September 16, 2007
Main Passage: Philippians 3:8-12 (NLT)

What is the Purpose of Prayer?

The purpose of prayer is _____________________.

Yes, everything else is worthless when compared with the infinite value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. Philippians 3:8 (NLT)

We should approach God in prayer…

1.
_____________________
“Be still, and know that I am God!” Psalm 46:10 (NLT)

2.
_____________________
“God opposes the proud but favours the humble.” James 4:6 (NLT)

“Two men went to the Temple to pray. One was a Pharisee, and the other was a despised tax collector. The Pharisee stood by himself and prayed this prayer: ‘I thank you, God, that I am not a sinner like everyone else. For I don’t cheat, I don’t sin, and I don’t commit adultery. I’m certainly not like that tax collector! I fast twice a week, and I give you a tenth of my income.’
“But the tax collector stood at a distance and dared not even lift his eyes to heaven as he prayed. Instead, he beat his chest in sorrow, saying, ‘O God, be merciful to me, for I am a sinner.’ I tell you, this sinner, not the Pharisee, returned home justified before God. For those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.” Luke 18:10-14 (NLT)

3.
_____________________
Never stop praying. 1 Thessalonians 5:17 (NLT)

4.
_____________________
“Suppose you went to a friend’s house at midnight, wanting to borrow three loaves of bread. You say to him, ‘A friend of mine has just arrived for a visit, and I have nothing for him to eat.’ And suppose he calls out from his bedroom, ‘Don’t bother me. The door is locked for the night, and my family and I are all in bed. I can’t help you.’ But I tell you this—though he won’t do it for friendship’s sake, if you keep knocking long enough, he will get up and give you whatever you need because of your shameless persistence.” Luke 11:5-8 (NLT)

5.
_____________________
“People judge by outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.” 1 Samuel 16:7 (NLT)

Table Talk: (Lunchtime Discussion Starters)
1.
Describe your current habit of prayer. If you pray, why? What is your motivation for praying?
2.
As with any conversation, prayer involves both listening and speaking. Describe how both of these are vital to prayer.

3.
What will it take for you to “be still” long enough to get to know God?

4.
Why does pride get in the way of prayer?

5.
What does it mean to live a life of prayer?
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